Basic Spanish Phrases

The following list provides some basic Spanish phrases that should help you get a basic understanding of
how the Spanish language sounds. They should be learnt alongside similar phrases, using books and/or

tapes/CDs.

English

Hello, my name is Claire
What is your name?

Do you speak Spanish?

No, | speak very little Spanish
Where are you from?

I am from England/The United
States/Canada

How are you/How do you feel?

I am very well/l feel very good/I
don’t feel very well

I have headache/stomachache
How old are you?
| am nineteen, and you?

Is there a hotel near here please?
Yes, opposite the bus station
I would like a room with two

beds for three nights please

Where does the bus to Puerto
Vallarta leave from please?

It leaves from the bus terminal at
3.00 pm

How much does it cost?

It costs sixty pesos

Espariol

Hola, me llamo Claire
¢Como te llamas?

¢Hablas espariol?

No, hablo muy poco espafiol
¢De donde eres?

Soy de Inglaterra/Estados
Unidos/Canada

¢ Como estas/como te sientes?

Estoy muy bien/me siento muy
bien/no me siento muy bien

Tengo dolor de cabeza/estomago
¢Cuantos afos tienes?
¢ Tengo diecinueve afios, y t(?

¢Hay un hotel cerca de aqui por
favor?

Si, enfrente de la terminal de
autobuses

Quisiera un cuarto con dos camas
por tres noches por favor

¢De donde sale el autobus a
Puerto Vallarta por favor?

Sale de la terminal a las tres de la
tarde

¢Cuanto cuesta?

Cuesta sesenta pesos

Pronunciation

Oh-lah, meh ya-mo Claire
Komo te yam-ass

Ablas espan-yole

No, ablo muy poko espan-yole
De don-deh eres

Soy de ingla-terra/los estah-dos
oon-eed-os/Canada

Komo estas/Komo teh see-entez

Estoy muy bee-en/see-ento muy
bee-en

Tengo dol-ore de cab-
eza/estomago
Kwantos anyos tee-enez

Tengo dee-ez-ee-nwebeh anyos

Eye un ‘otel serca de a-key por
favor

See, enfren-teh de la terminal de
aw-toe-buses

Kis-ee-era un kwar-toe con dos
kam-ass por tres noch-ez

De dondeh saleh el aw-toe-bus a
puerto Va-yarta

Saleh de la terminal a las tres de
la tar-deh

Kwanto kwesta

Kwesta seh-senta pesos
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Advanced Spanish Phrases

English

What are you doing in Mexico?

I am a volunteer on a sea turtle conservation project

| teach English as a volunteer in a school
| have been stung by a scorpion

A snake bit me

Do you have any allergies?

I 'am allergic to penicillin

No, | have no allergies

I would like to take a rest from my project this
weekend, | am going to go to Puerto Vallarta

When will you return?

I will only be going for three days

Have you been to any other parts of Mexico?
No, but I am going to travel after my project
I would like to see the ruins at Palenque

Do you have a large family?

No, I only have one brother and one sister, they both
live with my parents in Canada

Would you like to have dinner with us next Friday?

Yes please, that would be very nice, but | am a
vegetarian

That is not a problem, my son is also a vegetarian

We will meet next Friday at 7pm then, have a good
day

Espafiol

¢Que estas haciendo en México/Que haces en
México?

Soy voluntario/a en un proyecto de conservacion de
la tortuga marina

Ensefio inglés como voluntario/a* en una escuela
Un alacrén me ha picado

Me picé una serpiente

¢Eres alérgico/a a cualquier cosa?

Soy alérgico/a a la penicilina

No, no tengo ninguna alergia

Quiero un descanso del proyecto este fin de semana,
voy a ir a Puerto Vallarta

¢ Cuando regresas/cuando vuelves?

Solo voy a ir por tres dias

¢Has ido a otras partes de México?

No, pero voy a viajar después de mi proyecto
Quiero ver las ruinas en Palenque

¢ Tienes una familia muy grande?

No, solo tengo un hermano y una hermana, los dos
viven con mis papas en Canada

¢Quieres cenar con nosotros el proximo viernes?

Si, seria muy bien, pero soy vegetariano/a

No hay problema, mi hijo es vegetariano también

Entonces nos vemos el proximo viernes a las siete de
la tarde, que tengas un buen dia

* Where a word ends in o/a, o represents the masculine form of the word, which changes to a for the
feminine form of the word. For example, a male volunteer would say ‘Soy voluntario’, whereas a female
volunteer would say ‘Soy voluntaria’
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Spanish for: Sea Turtle Conservation Project

Some phrases to learn that will be very useful for volunteers taking part in our sea turtle conservation

project:
English

I am a volunteer at a sea turtle camp

We patrol the beach every night to collect turtle
eggs

Sometimes we patrol the beach on a quad bike, and
sometimes we walk

We protect the eggs from poachers and other
predators such as raccoons and coatis

We burry the collected eggs in a protected area,
called a corral

The turtles come out of the sea during the night to
lay their eggs on the beach

For how long do the eggs remain buried in the sand?

The hatchlings are born after 45 — 50 days

We release the hatchlings onto the sand and they
enter the sea

Very few hatchlings survive to become adults

I sleep in a tent on a very beautiful and quiet beach

He is a biologist
She is a zoologist

I am a biology student from England, and | came to
Mexico to gain some practical experience

There are five other volunteers on the same project
as me

| return to the United States in one more month

I like Mexico very much and I hope | will return in
the future

Espafiol

Soy voluntario/a* en un campamento de tortugas
marinas

Patrullamos la playa cada noche y recogemos huevos
de tortuga

A veces patrullamos la playa en una moto, y a veces
caminamos

Protegemos los huevos de los hueveros y otros
depredadores como mapaches y tejones

Sembramos los nidos colectados en una area
protegida, Ilamada corral

Las Tortugas salen del mar por la noche para poner
sus huevos en la playa

¢ Cuéanto tiempo duran los huevos sembrados en la
arena?

Las crias nacen después de 45 — 50 dias

Liberamos las crias en la arena y caminan al mar

Muy pocas crias sobreviven para ser adultos

Duermo en una casa de campafia en una playa muy
hermosa y tranquila

El es bidlogo
Ella es zoologa

Soy estudiante de biologia en Inglaterra y vine a
México para obtener experiencia practica

Hay cinco voluntarios mas en el mismo proyecto que
yo

Regreso a los Estados Unidos en un mes mas

Me gusta México mucho y espero que regresaré en el
futuro

e Where a word ends in o/a, o represents the masculine form of the word, which changes to a for the
feminine form of the word. For example, a male volunteer would say ‘Soy voluntario’, whereas a
female volunteer would say ‘Soy voluntaria’
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Spanish for: Community Projects

Some phrases to learn that will be very useful for volunteers taking part in our community projects:

English

I am a volunteer with Experience MexECO

| am teaching English to students

| also participate in other projects, such as AIDS
awareness and sea turtle conservation

When | return to England | am going to go to

university to study medicine

I am living with a Mexican family; the Gutierrez
family

| studied Spanish at school 5 years ago, but | need to
practice more

I work at the school for special education in Barra
de Navidad

What are you planning to do when you leave
school?

I am going to study at the University of Guadalajara
What are you going to study at university?

I would like to study tourism because | would like
to be an eco-tour guide in Puerto Vallarta

We are planning to have a fundraising benefit for
the special education school next week

I only have three weeks left in Mexico, but | would
like to stay for an extra month

I hope we can stay in contact, here is my E-mail
address

Espafiol

Soy voluntario/a* con la compafiia Experience
MexECO

Estoy ensefiando inglés a estudiantes
También participo en otros proyectos como
conciencia de SIDA y conservacion de la tortuga

marina

Cuando regrese a Inglaterra voy a estudiar medicina
en la Universidad

Estoy viviendo con una familia Mexicana; la familia
Gutiérrez

Estudié espafiol en la escuela hace cinco afios pero
necesito practicar mas

Trabajo en la escuela de educacion especial en
Barra de Navidad

¢ Que estas planeando hacer después de terminar la
escuela?

Voy a estudiar en la Universidad de Guadalajara
¢Que vas a estudiar en la Universidad?

Quisiera estudiar turismo porgque me gustaria ser un
guia de eco-tours en Puerto Vallarta

Estamos planeando tener un evento a beneficio de la
escuela de educacion especial la proxima semana

Solo tengo tres semanas mas en México pero me
gustaria quedar un mes mas

Espero que podemos quedar en contacto, aqui esta
mi direccién de correo electronico

* Where a word ends in o/a, o represents the masculine form of the word, which changes to a for the
feminine form of the word. For example, a male volunteer would say ‘Soy voluntario’, whereas a female

volunteer would say ‘Soy voluntaria’
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